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Discussion 1
As early as she can remember, Ochs (2016) knew that she was different in some way, and this instilled fear in how her future would turn out. Julia Muggia was diagnosed with a communication disorder the doctors described as a neurological lag and could not speak her first word until she was four years old. The diagnosis influenced her life in terms of education, social interactions, career, and how she chose to raise two kids with special needs. 
 
Julia’s experiences in her schools show the challenges children with communication disorders have to go through. The problems in communication reflect in their school work as they perform poorly, and this lowers their self–esteem. The child cannot communicate well with other peers, and this leads to social exclusion and even bullying. 
 
Despite the challenges Julia went through, through the help of counselors, she managed to find that what she loved, pursue a career in it and promote awareness on what children with communication disorders go through. Parents, children, and even counselors can use her experience to get a better insight on communication disorders in children. 
 
Discussion 3
Having information on the age range in which children develop speech and language skills is useful in identifying when a child has a problem ("Early Identification of Speech, Language, and Hearing Disorders", 2020). It is essential to conduct early detection for better diagnosis and treatment of a communication disorder. 
While some children may take longer to develop than others, some children may have a problem. There are signs that a child will show to indicate they have a problem. A child may choose not to play with others, cannot put words together, and not smiling or babbling. Learning the signs can be useful for parents, guardians, and doctors for diagnosis. 
Discussion 5
One of the challenges facing communication disorders is giving the right diagnosis, especially in cases where the root cause is hard to identify. For a young bilingual child who suddenly stopped talking, there was a need for more effort to understand why the child suddenly stopped talking. 
 
For the 4-year-old, speech-language pathologists had a hard time determining whether Elena was going through a silent period of second-language learning, selective mutism, or something else such a trauma. After careful assessment by a speech-language pathologist, Elena was diagnosed as having a medical condition known as postglottal edema, which affected his speech hence his silence. 
In such a case, there is a vital insight that may lead to a child going silent, including medical conditions and trauma. Therefore, before diagnosing a child with a communication disorder, a thorough assessment should be done to identify the root cause, which varies in children. 
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